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There wasn�t a newsletter for Dec 2007There wasn�t a newsletter for Dec 2007There wasn�t a newsletter for Dec 2007There wasn�t a newsletter for Dec 2007    
 

Meeting & Events ScheduleMeeting & Events ScheduleMeeting & Events ScheduleMeeting & Events Schedule    
    

SaturdaySaturdaySaturdaySaturday, , , , March 8March 8March 8March 8thththth,,,, 2008 2008 2008 2008        
9:30 a9:30 a9:30 a9:30 am, Plain, WIm, Plain, WIm, Plain, WIm, Plain, WI    
Kraemer Library and Community CenterKraemer Library and Community CenterKraemer Library and Community CenterKraemer Library and Community Center    
 

We will discuss how to digitize things using a 
scanner and what you can do with these digital 
images. We will also discuss the killing of Eugene 
Prouty during WWII and 1950�s religious events at 
Necedah, WI. Our meetings are a good 
opportunity to meet other researchers and get 
expert advice. Everybody is welcome.  

 

Internet and GoodiesInternet and GoodiesInternet and GoodiesInternet and Goodies    
 

WI Magazine of History Archives Online & FreeWI Magazine of History Archives Online & FreeWI Magazine of History Archives Online & FreeWI Magazine of History Archives Online & Free    
httphttphttphttp://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wmh/archives/search.aspx://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wmh/archives/search.aspx://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wmh/archives/search.aspx://www.wisconsinhistory.org/wmh/archives/search.aspx 
 
The Wisconsin Magazine of History is a 
tremendous source of information. The Wisconsin 
Historical Society has finished their digitization 
process.  You can now search all issues going 
back to 1917 for free. 
 

Daylight Savings Time and the Birth of TwinsDaylight Savings Time and the Birth of TwinsDaylight Savings Time and the Birth of TwinsDaylight Savings Time and the Birth of Twins    
http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/2011296/http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/2011296/http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/2011296/http://www.wral.com/news/local/story/2011296/ 
 
This is a weird story about what happens when 
twins are born just as daylight savings time 
changes.  The first twin born is actually the 
youngest legally. 
  

    
Women In the BibleWomen In the BibleWomen In the BibleWomen In the Bible    
http://www.womeninthebible.net/http://www.womeninthebible.net/http://www.womeninthebible.net/http://www.womeninthebible.net/ 
 
It's amazing how few women are mentioned in the 
Bible.  I recently used the site to try to identify 
women in a church's stained-glass window 
        
 
Famous Court CasesFamous Court CasesFamous Court CasesFamous Court Cases    
http://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftrihttp://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftrihttp://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftrihttp://www.law.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/ftri
als.htmals.htmals.htmals.htm 
 
If you are a fan of Court TV, you will be able to 
waste hours on the site. This site covers the trial 
of Jesus through the trial of Bill Clinton. 
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Stephen P. Morse Access to Genealogy WebsitesStephen P. Morse Access to Genealogy WebsitesStephen P. Morse Access to Genealogy WebsitesStephen P. Morse Access to Genealogy Websites    
http://www.stevemorse.org/http://www.stevemorse.org/http://www.stevemorse.org/http://www.stevemorse.org/ 
 
There are many great genealogical research web 
sites on the Internet.  Unfortunately many of the 
sites have really cruddy interfaces.  Stephen P. 
Morse has built links to many of the really good 
genealogical web sites that make it much easier 
to search for and find information. 
 
This is a tremendous site and should be a 
frequently used tool by all serious genealogical 
researchers. 
 

NARA Pictures of World War IINARA Pictures of World War IINARA Pictures of World War IINARA Pictures of World War II    
http://www.archives.gov/research/ww2/photos/http://www.archives.gov/research/ww2/photos/http://www.archives.gov/research/ww2/photos/http://www.archives.gov/research/ww2/photos/ 
 
The US Government has some amazing photos 
of World War II 
 

Party Telephone LinesParty Telephone LinesParty Telephone LinesParty Telephone Lines    
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Party_line_%28telephony%29http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Party_line_%28telephony%29http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Party_line_%28telephony%29http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Party_line_%28telephony%29 
hhhhttp://www.privateline.com/TelephoneHistory5/partyline.htmttp://www.privateline.com/TelephoneHistory5/partyline.htmttp://www.privateline.com/TelephoneHistory5/partyline.htmttp://www.privateline.com/TelephoneHistory5/partyline.htm 
 
Back when I was going up people didn't have 
their own personal telephone number. You had to 
share your party phone line with your neighbors. 
 

Google US Pensioners on the Roll Jan 1883 Google US Pensioners on the Roll Jan 1883 Google US Pensioners on the Roll Jan 1883 Google US Pensioners on the Roll Jan 1883 ----    
Sauk Co, WSauk Co, WSauk Co, WSauk Co, WIIII    
http://books.google.com/books?id=SroqAAAAMAAJ&pg=PThttp://books.google.com/books?id=SroqAAAAMAAJ&pg=PThttp://books.google.com/books?id=SroqAAAAMAAJ&pg=PThttp://books.google.com/books?id=SroqAAAAMAAJ&pg=PT
514&dq=genealogy+wisconsin514&dq=genealogy+wisconsin514&dq=genealogy+wisconsin514&dq=genealogy+wisconsin+sauk+county&num=100&as+sauk+county&num=100&as+sauk+county&num=100&as+sauk+county&num=100&as
_brr=1&ei=9_xlR4XEHY7_brr=1&ei=9_xlR4XEHY7_brr=1&ei=9_xlR4XEHY7_brr=1&ei=9_xlR4XEHY7----iAHDiAHDiAHDiAHD----bGfAw&ie=ISObGfAw&ie=ISObGfAw&ie=ISObGfAw&ie=ISO----8859885988598859----
1#PPT512,M11#PPT512,M11#PPT512,M11#PPT512,M1 
 
This is one book of a multi-volume set of books 
that gives a detailed list of US Pensioners 
(Military mostly), where they live, how much they 
received and why they are receiving a pension. 
 
This set of books covers the entire US. 
 

Franasois de Chateaubriand 1833 Franasois de Chateaubriand 1833 Franasois de Chateaubriand 1833 Franasois de Chateaubriand 1833 
Waldmuenchen VisitWaldmuenchen VisitWaldmuenchen VisitWaldmuenchen Visit    
http://tkline.pgcc.net/PITBR/Chateaubhttp://tkline.pgcc.net/PITBR/Chateaubhttp://tkline.pgcc.net/PITBR/Chateaubhttp://tkline.pgcc.net/PITBR/Chateaubriand/Chateaubririand/Chateaubririand/Chateaubririand/Chateaubri
andMemoirsBookXXXVI.htm#_Toc153279468andMemoirsBookXXXVI.htm#_Toc153279468andMemoirsBookXXXVI.htm#_Toc153279468andMemoirsBookXXXVI.htm#_Toc153279468 
 
I haven't read this guy's memoirs yet. But several 
of the chapters deal with Waldmuenchen. Who 
knows there could be some good stuff in his 
writings. 
 

WorldCat Library Catalog WorldCat Library Catalog WorldCat Library Catalog WorldCat Library Catalog ---- Genealogical  Genealogical  Genealogical  Genealogical 
ResearchResearchResearchResearch    
http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/genealogy/http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/genealogy/http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/genealogy/http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/genealogy/ 
 
WorldCat is an online catalog to libraries 
throughout the world.  This web page contains 
suggestions on how to use the catalog to do 
genealogical research 
 

SaukSaukSaukSauk Co Hist Soc Obituaires Co Hist Soc Obituaires Co Hist Soc Obituaires Co Hist Soc Obituaires    
http://www.saukcounty.com/schs/obituary.htmhttp://www.saukcounty.com/schs/obituary.htmhttp://www.saukcounty.com/schs/obituary.htmhttp://www.saukcounty.com/schs/obituary.htm 
 
This is a collection of obituaries maintain by the 
Sauk County Historical Society. It has old and 
recent obituaries. 
 

WikipeidaWikipeidaWikipeidaWikipeida Bavaria Bavaria Bavaria Bavaria    
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavariahttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavariahttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavariahttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavaria 
 
This is an Interesting site containing all sorts of 
information about Bavaria today.  Any 
genealogical or family research requires 
information about the area being researched. 
 

German Research OverviewGerman Research OverviewGerman Research OverviewGerman Research Overview    
 
This is going to be about how to find genealogical 
documents created in Germany.  We will cover 
how to find documents, where to find documents 
and examples of some of the German documents 
I have found. 
 

Researching family genealogies can be very 
complicated.  It is important to study how to 
research.  A good starting point for information 
that is free and excellent is familysearch.org. 
Many of these research guides are in PDF format.  
PDF format makes it very easy to download these 
electronic books to your PC and print them out. 
 

Finding where our ancestors lived in Germany is 
the first step. There is an excellent research guide 
that covers many ways for you to find your 
ancestors home. 
 
FamilySearch�Determine a place of origin in 
Germany 
http://www.familysearchttp://www.familysearchttp://www.familysearchttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ash.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ash.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ash.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.as
p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=
&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_----
_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP 
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There is an excellent research outline covering all 
facets of researching German ancestors. 
FamilySearch � Germany, Research Outline 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.asp?DesRG/frameset_rg.asp?DesRG/frameset_rg.asp?DesRG/frameset_rg.asp?Des
t=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=&Year=&Glost=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=&Year=&Glost=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=&Year=&Glost=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=&Year=&Glos
s=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Germany.ASPs=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Germany.ASPs=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Germany.ASPs=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Germany.ASP 
 

FamilySearch � Research Guidance � Germany 
Research Outline 
hhhhttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/Rg/guide/Germany16.aspttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/Rg/guide/Germany16.aspttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/Rg/guide/Germany16.aspttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/Rg/guide/Germany16.asp 
 

FamilySearch � Research Helps Germany 
http://www.familysearch.orghttp://www.familysearch.orghttp://www.familysearch.orghttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rhelps.asp?/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rhelps.asp?/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rhelps.asp?/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rhelps.asp?
Page=./research/Placeg/Placeg.asp&ActiveTab=PlacePage=./research/Placeg/Placeg.asp&ActiveTab=PlacePage=./research/Placeg/Placeg.asp&ActiveTab=PlacePage=./research/Placeg/Placeg.asp&ActiveTab=Place 
 

Larry O. Jensen is one of the best researchers 
and teachers of German research.  He wrote a 
tremendous book on German research.  The 
entire book is free for you to download.  If you can 
only have five books on German research in your 
library, this has to be one of them. 
 

FamilySearch � A Genealogical Handbook of 
German Research 
Larry O. Jensen 1980 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ashttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ashttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ashttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.as
p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=p?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=
&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_Tab=&Entry=&Guide=Help_----
_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP_Determing_Place_of_Origin_in_Germany.ASP 
 

Familysearch.org also has a nice document on 
how to use the Meyers Orts gazetteer. We will be 
covering this gazetteer later in this article. 
 

FamilySearch � How to use Meyers Gazetteer 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ashttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ashttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.ashttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/RG/frameset_rg.as
p?Desp?Desp?Desp?Dest=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=t=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=t=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=t=G1&Aid=&Gid=&Lid=&Sid=&Did=&Juris1=&Event=
&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=GER_T4_&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=GER_T4_&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=GER_T4_&Year=&Gloss=&Sub=&Tab=&Entry=&Guide=GER_T4_----
_HowtoUsetheMeyersGazetteer.ASP_HowtoUsetheMeyersGazetteer.ASP_HowtoUsetheMeyersGazetteer.ASP_HowtoUsetheMeyersGazetteer.ASP 
 

There are two main problems with using German 
genealogical documents.  One, the documents 
are in German.  This is solved by getting a good 
dictionary.  The second problem is that it can be 
very difficult to read the document because of the 
strange German handwriting and the weird 
typeface used. Here is a solution to the second 
problem. 
 

In many cases you don't have to be able to 
decipher every word in a document.  Being able 
to identify your ancestor�s name and place names 
in the document can be enough to let you know 
that you have found something relevant.  There is 
a site on the Internet that allows you to download 
fonts that you can load on your computer.   
 

These fonts are great for creating a cheat sheetThese fonts are great for creating a cheat sheetThese fonts are great for creating a cheat sheetThese fonts are great for creating a cheat sheet.  
A spreadsheet works well for this.  Make a list of 
names in the first column.  Copy this first column 
to the second and third column and change the 
fonts to the German script and gothic formats.  
 

You can also create a cheat sheet of the hand 
written German alphabet, with similar shaped 
letters grouped together.  This cheat sheet of 
hand written letters can be useful if the German 
writer didn't write the document using his foot. 
 

German true type fonts 
http://www.germancorner.com/fonts/http://www.germancorner.com/fonts/http://www.germancorner.com/fonts/http://www.germancorner.com/fonts/ 
 

The key to finding German documents about your 
ancestors is to find the names of the places that 
they lived in Germany.  This can be very difficult 
because the borders of Germany have changed 
often in significantly during the last 200 to 300 
years.   
 

In 1972 there was a LandkreisreformLandkreisreformLandkreisreformLandkreisreform in Bavaria.  
The number of counties was reduced by two 
thirds.  This makes it difficult to know where the 
original government records are located now.  In 
many cases, it is easier to access the microfilm 
copies from the LDS Family History Library in Salt 
Lake City. 
 

So many fantastic documents are never found 
because they are hiding under weird spelling.  If 
you're looking for German documents about 
Bavaria, you need to look under Bayern, the 
German spelling of Bavaria.   
 

According to the 1930 US Federal Census, all the 
Bavarian Germans in my hometown came from 
Byron.  The census taker wrote Byron when the 
German-Americans were saying Bayern. (Bayern 
sounds like Byron.) 
 
To find a town the United States, it helps to know 
how what states, counties and townships are.  In 
Germany, the equivalent of states are; kingdoms, 
principalities and duchies.  Kingdoms were ruled 
by kings.  Principalities were ruled by princes.  
Duchies were ruled by dukes. 
 

The next German level is similar to a US county. 
There was not one consistent name used for 
county throughout Germany.  You'll need to find 
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the German name for county in the German state 
you are researching. 
 

You also need to find the records jurisdictions in 
Germany.  These jurisdictions could cover several 
townships or several counties. Higher judicial 
courts are an example of this at the jurisdictions.   
 

Let's cover some common ways to find your 
ancestors home in Germany. 
 

The US Federal Census contains the German 
place of birth and the year of immigration. Don't 
take information in the census as being totally 
correct.  My ancestors said that they came to 
America in 1880 when the actually came in 1882 
 

Birth, marriage, death records can give you the 
German location.  I found where my Haas 
ancestors came from in Germany by looking at 
the Wisconsin marriage certificate of the brother 
of my great-grandfather. 
 

I had this marriage document in my hands for 
years until for some reason I decided to look at it 
again.  This happens to everybody doing 
genealogical research.  Giving documents on 
another look for some reason opens your eyes 
and you see things that you swear what they're 
the first time. 
 

Looking at immigration records can help you 
pinpoint on German location.  The Castle Garden 
and Ellis Island immigration records sites can be 
a tremendous research tool. Immigration records 
from Ellis Island contain the German location. 
 

Stephen P. Morse - immigration records 
http://www.stevemorse.org/http://www.stevemorse.org/http://www.stevemorse.org/http://www.stevemorse.org/ 
 
The LDS Pedigree Resource Files can quickly 
give you the German location. To get the most of 
these files you need to use the CD format which 
is available at it is Family History Centers. 
 

Familysearch.org � Pedigree Resource File  
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.ahttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.ahttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.ahttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Search/frameset_search.a
sp?PAGsp?PAGsp?PAGsp?PAGE=prf/search_PRF.asp&clear_form=trueE=prf/search_PRF.asp&clear_form=trueE=prf/search_PRF.asp&clear_form=trueE=prf/search_PRF.asp&clear_form=true 
 

Family and church historiesFamily and church historiesFamily and church historiesFamily and church histories are another great 
source.  In 1895, the German pastor of my 
Wisconsin hometown wrote a document listing the 
parishioners, where they came from in Germany 
and when they immigrated. 

ObituarieObituarieObituarieObituaries, wills, and probate s, wills, and probate s, wills, and probate s, wills, and probate records can contain 
the name of the ancestral home hiding from you. 
 

Before Germans could move, they first had to file 
a request for permissionpermissionpermissionpermission to leave.  These 
documents from the 1800s can help confirm the 
German location.  I was able to access my 
German ancestors� forms through the Family 
History Centers.  
 

It can be difficult to read these permission forms 
because they're in the old German handwriting.  
For some reason in 1939, somebody typed up a 
list of all the names of the emigrants for my 
ancestors� home town.  This made it whole lot 
easier to read and find my ancestors form. 
 

If I didn't have this typed up form, I never would 
have found my great-great-grandfather's 
permission to leave record.  These records were 
basically filed alphabetically.  Unfortunately my 
great-great-grandfather Bauer did not have his 
own individual form.  His was combined with 
permissions for five other people.  This combined 
form was filed underneath the first person's name.  
I never would have look for Bauer under Wutz. 
This is another example where patience and 
persistence to help you find records that are 
hiding 
 

Library catalogs are a wonderful thing.  It doesn't 
cost anything to run your ancestors names 
through a search engine to see what's available. 
 

How do you enter the name of a place that 
contains an umlaut into a search engine.  
(Umlauts are the dots that appear over As, Es 
and Us.) You have several options. 
 
•  Type the word without the dots. 
•  Type the word without the dots and add an E 

after the letter with the dots. 
•  Type the word, replacing the letter with the 

dots with an *. 
•  Type the word, replacing the letter with the 

dots with a %. 
•  Type the word with the dots. 
 

Which is the best method to use?  The answer is, 
all of them.  Different search engines and different 
Library catalogs act differently. Experiment with 
all the options. 
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Here is a web site that explains how to type 
letters with the umlaut. 
http://german.about.com/library/whttp://german.about.com/library/whttp://german.about.com/library/whttp://german.about.com/library/weekly/aa032398.htmeekly/aa032398.htmeekly/aa032398.htmeekly/aa032398.htm 
 

Once you find your ancestors German home, you 
you'll want to find out as much as you about this 
location.  The Meyers Orts, written in 1912, is the 
best source of information about German places.   
 

This three volume set of books was reprinted 
recently and costs about $300.  A couple years 
ago I thought I made a great buy on eBay $200.  
Now you can access it for freeaccess it for freeaccess it for freeaccess it for free on ancestry.com. 
 

Ancestry.com � Free Access to Meyers Orts 
http://content.ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=List&dbid=1074&offhttp://content.ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=List&dbid=1074&offhttp://content.ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=List&dbid=1074&offhttp://content.ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=List&dbid=1074&off
erid=0%3a7858%3a0erid=0%3a7858%3a0erid=0%3a7858%3a0erid=0%3a7858%3a0 
 

Unfortunately, the information in it is almost 
undecipherable.  My recommendation to new 
users of the Meyers Orts gazetteer is to buy the 
book by WenWenWenWendy Uncapher.dy Uncapher.dy Uncapher.dy Uncapher.  
  Read & Understand Meyers Orts  Read & Understand Meyers Orts  Read & Understand Meyers Orts  Read & Understand Meyers Orts---- 
How To Read and Understand Meyers Orts � 
Wendy Uncapher 
http://origins.safeshopper.com/100/1378.htm?876http://origins.safeshopper.com/100/1378.htm?876http://origins.safeshopper.com/100/1378.htm?876http://origins.safeshopper.com/100/1378.htm?876 
 

Meyers Orts covers Germany as it was from 1871 1871 1871 1871 
to just before World War Ito just before World War Ito just before World War Ito just before World War I.  It seems like 
Germany�s borders have changed every week for 
the last 200 years.  It helps know the history of 
the area that you are researching. 
 

Alphabetical orderAlphabetical orderAlphabetical orderAlphabetical order is another trick.  Letters with 
umlauts or the two dots are sorted as though they 
didn't have the dots.  Spaces in the name of the 
German location are treated as though they didn't 
exist for sorting purposes. 
 

Meyers Orts contains a tremendous amount of 
information about location and where its records 
are kept. 
 

Meyers Orts can be difficult to decipher because it 
uses a lot of abbreviations and punctuationabbreviations and punctuationabbreviations and punctuationabbreviations and punctuation with 
special meanings.   
 

Some people have difficulty reading the Gothic 
print.  I built a cheat sheetcheat sheetcheat sheetcheat sheet of the Gothic print 
letters. 
 

Once you find location of your ancestors home in 
Germany I strongly recommend that you look at it 
using the many maps available on the Internet. 
 

Mapquest 
http://www.mapquest.de/mq/home.dohttp://www.mapquest.de/mq/home.dohttp://www.mapquest.de/mq/home.dohttp://www.mapquest.de/mq/home.do 
 

Bavarian Arial View 
http://www.geodaten.bayern.de/bayernviewer/index2.htmlhttp://www.geodaten.bayern.de/bayernviewer/index2.htmlhttp://www.geodaten.bayern.de/bayernviewer/index2.htmlhttp://www.geodaten.bayern.de/bayernviewer/index2.html 
 

Google Earth 
http://earth.google.com/http://earth.google.com/http://earth.google.com/http://earth.google.com/ 
 

I recently went to a daylong conference where 
Larry O. Jensen was the presenter. I was struck 
the weirdness of somebody from the LDS church 
recommending to a Catholic that I could find out 
information using a Jewish web site.  I was 
amazed at the information that I could find on the 
JewishGen web site. 
 

It helps you find communities and Germany and 
Eastern Europe.  The neat part about it search 
capabilities, is that it will give you information 
about a community's name before name changes 
due to the world wars.  The search results also 
contain the latitude and longitude of the place. 
 

I especially like the radius search which allows 
you to give the latitude and longitude of an area 
and it will give you all the towns within a certain 
radius.  I put in the latitude and longitude for my 
ancestors home of Waldmuenchen and asked for 
all towns within 3 miles.  It gave a list of 25 towns. 
 

JewishGen 
http://www.jewishgen.org/http://www.jewishgen.org/http://www.jewishgen.org/http://www.jewishgen.org/ 
 
 
Jewish Databases 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/ 
 

The JewishGen Communities Database and 
JewishGen ShtetlSeeker 
http://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/http://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/http://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/http://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/ 
 

Now that you have the place name you can start 
plugging it into a variety of search engines and 
Library catalogs.  Here are some general tips to 
keep in mind when doing your search. 
 

Don't ever acceptDon't ever acceptDon't ever acceptDon't ever accept �It doesn�t exist.� For example, 
it is a well-known fact that the state of Bavaria, 
Germany I did not record civil records like 
marriages until 1876. It is also well-known fact 
that the Catholic Church in Bavaria has not let the 
LDS church microfilm the Catholic Church 
records.  On the face, it would appear that you 
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would not be able to use the resources of the LDS 
church to research ancestors before 1876. 
 

Just because the Bavarian government did not 
keep civil records until 1876, did not mean that 
they didn't keep marriage were related records.  
Prior to getting married in Bavaria in the 1800s, 
you had to prove to the government that you 
could support yourself.  If you could not support 
yourself, the government and the church would 
have to support you. These permissions to get 
married documents contain a tremendous amount 
of information and I have found records for my 
ancestors going back to 1803. 
 

I found records in the Family History Center�s 
microfilmed records doing a keyword search 
under the town�s name. The German names of 
these documents are: 
 

Ansässigmachungs- und Verehelichungsakten 
(Civil records of marriage banns, marriage 
supplements, and permissions to change 
residence) 
 

Here are some things I found my ancestors 
permission to get married: 
30 to 40 pages of information 
•  names and residence of the couple to be 

married and their parents 
•  a certificate showing satisfaction of military 

responsibilities 
•  a certificate of education 
•  a detailed list of the bride's parents, brothers 

and sisters names and birthdates 
•  a transfer of legal rights to land 
 

My great great great-grandmother�s school 
grades from around 1810 were given.  In the 
category of common sense, she was given a 
grade of �needy�. 
 

It was common for the father to transfer legal 
rights to land to a son, so the son could prove that 
he could support itself.  Unfortunately in many 
cases without a detailed written document, the 
father could find himself out on the streets when 
the way to support himself.  So these transfer of 
legal rights to land were very very detailed. 
In one of these documents for my ancestors, the 
following items are required: 
•  the father was entitled to a room upstairs 

•  his daughter could come and nurse him as 
needed 

•  the son would provide the father food weekly 
(specific number of eggs, butter, milk etc) 

•  the son would provide the father half a pig 
once a year 

•  the son would provide the father a new set of 
boots once a year 

•  the son would provide the father a new set of 
breaches once a year 

•  the son would provide you sisters with 
•  their choice of two cows 
•  a wedding dress 
•  a dresser 
•  a bed 
•  two sets of sheets 

 

I don't know other parts of Germany created the 
same records, but I think they would have. 
 

If there is one thing that keeps people from finding 
records it is spelling.  German names are often 
spelled phonetically.  I have documents for one 
family for a 20 year, and their name of spelled 
four different ways.  I have also found examples 
were somebody has tried index German records 
about my ancestors and they have completely 
misspelled the names.  It is not the fault of the 
person trying to do the index.  Reading German 
documents is very difficult. 
 
Don't overlook the possibility that the town you 
are researching has its own local historian.  In my 
ancestors home town of Waldmuenchen there is 
a person who has access to all the microfiche 
copies of the  
Catholic Church records of all the churches in the 
area. This local historian has prepared pedigree 
charts for all the families in Waldmuenchen. He 
even has these pedigrees updated for births, 
marriages and deaths in Wisconsin. 
 

A great place to search for German genealogical 
records it is www.familysearch.orgwww.familysearch.orgwww.familysearch.orgwww.familysearch.org. 
 

Familysearch.org � Family History Library Catalog 
http://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asphttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asphttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asphttp://www.familysearch.org/Eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asp 
 

I especially like using the keyword search option 
on the catalog. 
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Another great tool for finding German documents 
is Der Schlüssel.  This is an index of published 
genealogical articles in Germany. These articles 
can contain some phenomenal information. For 
example somebody might have come across a list 
of the people living in your ancestors German 
hometown from the 1600�s and wrote an article 
providing a detailed list of names. 
 

Once you find an article that you're interested in, 
it is very likely that the Family History Library in 
Salt Lake City will have the publication.  You can 
contact the Family History Library and asked 
them for a copy of the article. 
 

Der Schlüssel � German Genealogical Index 
http://garylhaas.web.aplus.net/phgnews/phgnl030.http://garylhaas.web.aplus.net/phgnews/phgnl030.http://garylhaas.web.aplus.net/phgnews/phgnl030.http://garylhaas.web.aplus.net/phgnews/phgnl030.pdfpdfpdfpdf 
 

Der Schlüssel can be found at the Newberry 
Library in Chicago 
http://www.newberry.org/http://www.newberry.org/http://www.newberry.org/http://www.newberry.org/ 
 

This is a fascinating and a unique place to 
research. 
•  their online catalog does not have all items 
•  you need to use the card catalog on-site 
•  the stacks are close, every book has to be 

requested 
•  you cannot make your own copies 
•  most of the Newberry Library holdings can be 

found at the Wisconsin historical Society 
Library 

 

OK why should you go? 
•  The staff is very friendly 
•  the Library�s reading rooms have a need to 

feel 
•  they have some unique stuff only accessible 

through the on-site card catalog 
 

For example I found an 1882 marketing brochure 
from the North German Lloyd shipping company. 
Many of our German ancestors came to America 
on ships belonging to the North German Lloyd 
shipping company.  This marketing brochure was 
a tremendous find.  By luck it included a detailed 
internal diagram of the ship my ancestor action 
we traveled on.  
 

Online library catalogs are my favorite places to 
look for stuff.  Libraries throughout the world get 
access to their online catalogs through WorldCat.  
WorldCat�s search features are similar to other 

search engines.  In addition to search libraries 
throughout the world, you can get clues for other 
things to search for. 
 

Along with a normal list of search results, 
WorldCat summarizes the results which let you 
zoom in on what you are looking for. 
 

If you find something need and a Library, you 
might want to do a more extensive search of what 
that Library has.  You might go directly to that 
libraries online catalog.   
 

If you find author who has written a number of 
books on which are looking for, you can search or 
other things that he has written. 
 

There are number of tabs give you helpful 
information. 
 

One tab shows you all libraries that have the item.  
It sorts them by how far away they are. 
 

One tab gives you detailed information about the 
item. 
 

One tab has reviews of the items. 
 

Individuals are encouraged to add details and 
reviews. 
 

One really neat item that I found was a doctoral 
dissertation written by somebody in the 1930s 
which lists all the people who emigrated from my 
ancestors� home town between 1800 in 1920. 
This dissertation is an extraordinary compilation 
of names and dates.  According to WorldCat 
there's only one copy at one German Library over 
4000 miles away. 
 

In the detail information I added a local Library 
that I know has this item.  I also listed myself as 
having a copy of this item.  This is a powerful way 
to let people know what you have and search for 
people who might have one-of-a-kind items. 
 

WorldCat 
http://www.worldcat.org/http://www.worldcat.org/http://www.worldcat.org/http://www.worldcat.org/ 
 

Google books is a phenomenal research tool. 
Google has entered into agreements with a 
number of libraries to digitize their books and 
make them available on the Internet. Is my 
personal preference to use the advanced search 
screen that most search engines have. 
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Many advanced search forms have a box for you 
to enter a list of words and search for items �with 
at least one of the words�. This allows you to 
search for alternative spellings. 
 

I also like to limit my searches at times to �full 
view� books. �Full view� books can be 
downloaded for free in a PDF format. �Full view� 
books are usually over 70 years old and have the 
really good stuff. 
 

I found a really neat set of books that cover all the 
churches in Bavaria.  It gives you a write up about 
each town and pictures of the church.  This book 
was written in the early 1900s. 
 

Google Advanced Book Search 
http://books.google.com/advanced_book_searchhttp://books.google.com/advanced_book_searchhttp://books.google.com/advanced_book_searchhttp://books.google.com/advanced_book_search 
 

Google books has just recently entered into a 
partnership with a Bavarian State Library. 
 

Google Books partnership with Bavarian State 
Library 
http://booksearch.blogspot.com/2007/03/bavarianhttp://booksearch.blogspot.com/2007/03/bavarianhttp://booksearch.blogspot.com/2007/03/bavarianhttp://booksearch.blogspot.com/2007/03/bavarian----statestatestatestate----
librarylibrarylibrarylibrary----becomesbecomesbecomesbecomes----largest.htmllargest.htmllargest.htmllargest.html 
 

German National Library 
http://www.ddb.de/eng/http://www.ddb.de/eng/http://www.ddb.de/eng/http://www.ddb.de/eng/index.htmindex.htmindex.htmindex.htm 
 

Bayerischen Staatsbibliothek (Bavarian State 
Library) 
http://www.bsbhttp://www.bsbhttp://www.bsbhttp://www.bsb----muenchen.de/muenchen.de/muenchen.de/muenchen.de/ 
 

Eugene Prouty Eugene Prouty Eugene Prouty Eugene Prouty ���� KIA WWI KIA WWI KIA WWI KIA WWII I I I     
 

If you have been to the Lady of the Fields Chapel 
in Loretto, Sauk County, Wisconsin you might of 
noticed the memorial to Eugene Prouty who was 
killed in action during World War II while he was a 
prisoner of war of the Japanese. This an official 
report that covers his last mission. I have edited 
this report for clarity. The full report can be found 
at the following Internet address. 
 
http://www.pacificwrecks.com/people/visitors/moskow/face.htmlhttp://www.pacificwrecks.com/people/visitors/moskow/face.htmlhttp://www.pacificwrecks.com/people/visitors/moskow/face.htmlhttp://www.pacificwrecks.com/people/visitors/moskow/face.html    
   
C O N F I D E N T I A L 
MISSING AIR CREW REPORT 
678th Bombardment Squadron 
APO #247 c/o Postmaster 
San Francisco, California  
 
1. ORGANIZATION: Location,Tinian,Tinian,Tinian,Tinian,    MarianasMarianasMarianasMarianas;  
    Command or Air Force XXI B.C.; 

    Group 444th Bomb Gp; Squadron 678th Bomb Sq444th Bomb Gp; Squadron 678th Bomb Sq444th Bomb Gp; Squadron 678th Bomb Sq444th Bomb Gp; Squadron 678th Bomb Sq 
 
2. SPECIFY: Place of departure West Field, TinianWest Field, TinianWest Field, TinianWest Field, Tinian.  
    Course 116o Target to lands End. 
    Target or Intended Destination: Kobe, JapanKobe, JapanKobe, JapanKobe, Japan  
    Type of Mission CombatCombatCombatCombat 
 
3. WEATHER CONDITIONS  VISIBILITY AT TIME 
    OF CRASH OR WHEN LAST REPORTED:  
    Clear visibility, weather Clear visibility, weather Clear visibility, weather Clear visibility, weather ---- good. good. good. good. 
 
4. GIVE: (a) Day 5 Mont5 Mont5 Mont5 Month June Year 1945h June Year 1945h June Year 1945h June Year 1945 Time 2342234223422342Z 
    Location 34o 19'N 136o 32' E34o 19'N 136o 32' E34o 19'N 136o 32' E34o 19'N 136o 32' E of last seen  
    whereabouts of missing aircraft. 
 
5. AIRPLANE WAS LOST, OR IS BELIEVED TO 
HAVE BEEN LOST, AS RESULT OF:  
(Enemy Anti(Enemy Anti(Enemy Anti(Enemy Anti----Aircraft (x); Aircraft (x); Aircraft (x); Aircraft (x);     
 
6. AIRPLANE: Type, Model and Series BBBB----29292929----16161616----BABABABA ;  
    AAF Serial Number 42-63451 
 
7. NICKNAME OF AIRCRAFT, If any Black JackBlack JackBlack JackBlack Jack, too 
 
{ 8. 9. not included in report } 
 
10. THE PERSONS LISTED BELOW ARE  
      RECORDED AS: Battle Casualty Battle CasualtyBattle Casualty Battle CasualtyBattle Casualty Battle CasualtyBattle Casualty Battle Casualty    
 
11. NUMBER OF PERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: 
      Crew 11111111; Passengers None 
 
1. Airplane Com. Palmer, Woodrow B. 1st Lt.  
                                              Buda, Tx. KIA while POW 
2. Pilot Walls, Owen P. 2nd Lt  
                                         Renton, Wa. KIA while POW 
3. Navigator Dailey, Robert F. 2nd Lt.  
                                 Eastchester, N.Y. KIA while POW 
  4. Bombardier Coulter, Don A. 1st Lt.  
                                Arkansas City, Ks. KIA while POW 
  5. Flt/Engineer Farish, Henry T. M/Sgt.  
                                                         Al. KIA while POW 
  6. Radar Opr. Radar Opr. Radar Opr. Radar Opr. Prouty, Eugene J. SgtProuty, Eugene J. SgtProuty, Eugene J. SgtProuty, Eugene J. Sgt.  
                                        Barahoe, Wi. KIA while POW 
  7. Radio Opr. Chapman, Willard M. S/Sgt.  
                                          Clovis, N.M. KIA while POW 
  8. Snr Gnr Niles, Cleveland T. Jr. S/Sgt.  
                              East Saint Louis, Il. KIA while POW 
  9. Rt Gnr Sabo, Peter (NMI) Sgt.  
                                St. Clarisville, Oh. KIA while POW 
  10. Lt Gnr Romanelli, Joseph W. Sgt.  
                                                              Darby, Pa. KIA. KIA. KIA. KIA 
  11. Tail Gnr Heisler, Charles A. Sgt. 
                                          Arnold, Md. KIA while POW 
 
  12. IDENTIFY BELOW THOSE PERSONS WHO  
           ARE BELIEVED TO HAVE LAST KNOWELDGE OF  
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           AIRCRAFT, AND CHECK APPROPRIATE COLUMN  
           TO INDICATE BASIS FOR SAME: 
 
         SawSawSawSaw    
                        Shelden, Harold J. Major X    Shelden, Harold J. Major X    Shelden, Harold J. Major X    Shelden, Harold J. Major X    
                                    DATE OF REPORT 7 June 1945 7 June 1945 7 June 1945 7 June 1945    
 
         ELLIOTT S. TREMAINE,Captain,  
         Air Corps, Operations Officer. 
 
{ 13. 14. 15. 16. not included in report } 
 
17. REMARKS OR EYEWITNESS STATEMENTS: 
 
          WEATHER OVER AREA WHERE PLANE  
           WAS SEEN TO CRASH: 
 
           Thin overcast Thin overcast Thin overcast Thin overcast ---- 20000' 20000' 20000' 20000'    
                                            .3 Cumulus .3 Cumulus .3 Cumulus .3 Cumulus ---- Tops 4000' Tops 4000' Tops 4000' Tops 4000'    
                                            VisVisVisVisibility ibility ibility ibility ---- 20 Miles 20 Miles 20 Miles 20 Miles    
                                            Surface winds Surface winds Surface winds Surface winds ---- Southwesterly. Southwesterly. Southwesterly. Southwesterly.    
 
STATEMENT MADE BY  
MAJOR HAROLD J. SHELDEN, JR., AC 
ON AIRCRAFT NUMBER 42-63451 
 
    Upon breaking away from the target on a heading of 
114o for "land's endland's endland's endland's end", my gunner reported that Aircraft 
42-63451, piloted by Lt. Palmer, flying on the low 
element, had feathered Number three (3) enginefeathered Number three (3) enginefeathered Number three (3) enginefeathered Number three (3) engine. Very 
shortly thereafter that engine was seen to start running 
and was immediately feathered for the second time. 
Aircraft 451 then started losing altitudelosing altitudelosing altitudelosing altitude and dropped 
out of his position in the low element. I then pulled out 
of formation, No. 2 in lead element, and proceeded 
down to act as escort. 
 
    While approximately 200 feet above and still 
descending it was noted that Aircraft 451 was trailing 
smoke out of Number 3 engine. This condition existed 
for approximately five minutes at which time a heavy 
flame broke out trailing from Number 3 engine back to 
the horizontal stabilizer. Lt. Palmer was at this time 
holding a steady heading for "land's end" and was 
gradually descending. At approximately two to three 
miles before reaching coast, and after having traveled 
approximately fifteen miles with fire burning furiouslyfire burning furiouslyfire burning furiouslyfire burning furiously, 
the right wing was seen to buckleright wing was seen to buckleright wing was seen to buckleright wing was seen to buckle at Number 3 engine 
and break off. The airplane rolled over on its back and 
started into a vertical nose down spinvertical nose down spinvertical nose down spinvertical nose down spin. 
 
    Four parachutesFour parachutesFour parachutesFour parachutes were then seen to open almost 
simultaneously at an altitude of approximately 11,000 
feet; then threethreethreethree more, then twotwotwotwo and oneoneoneone. All 
parachutes were open relatively soon but in the 
groups as indicated. 
 

    The wing was seen to hit on the side of a mountain 
further inland and sooner than did the remainder of the 
aircraft which crashed approximately three hundred 
(300) yards inland from shore and at southeast edge 
of small settlement along water front. 
 
    Two enemy fightersTwo enemy fightersTwo enemy fightersTwo enemy fighters made attacks at an interval of 
approximately two minutes shortly after Aircraft 451 
started blazing fire out of Number 3 engine. The first 
fighter was destroyed and the second damaged. 
 
    One circle was made by escorting aircraft of all 
chutes at which time a third fighter was seen 
approximately two miles to the south. The escorting 
aircraft proceeded on 180o heading out to sea, was 
followed by fighter for nearly ten minutes and then 
broke away without being able to make an attack. 
 
    I certify this to be a true and accurate account to the 
best of my knowledge. 
 
 
  
At the March 2008 Meeting we will have a more 
detailed discussion of this event. 
 
If you want to read more on this topic, check out 
this web site. 

    
http://www.444thbg.org/petesaboblackjacktoo.htm    
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Old St Luke’s WindowsOld St Luke’s WindowsOld St Luke’s WindowsOld St Luke’s Windows    
 

   
 

Thanks to Tony Brickl of Arena, Wisconsin who 
shared these pictures . 
 

These are the stained glass windows in the 
transepts of the 3rd St Luke’s Church, destroyed 
by a tornado on May 21, 1918. 
 

According to “A History of Plain, Wisconsin” by 
Hildegarde Thering, 1982, page 165. In 
December 1911, the southern window was 
replaced by “The Ascension of Our Lord”. In April 
1912, the northern window was replaced. 
 

Lets play a little, “Who is that in the picture?” 
starting with the southern picture. 

 

                                                                          
If you know your biblical history, you 
know that this is Jesus being 
baptized by John the Baptist. 
 
 

 

The image in the center is Jesus. 
 

 

The bottom half of the picture is little more 
difficult. There are 13 people, three without 
beards? Two of the beardless are definitely 
women, most likely the Virgin Mary and Mary 
Magdalene. This leaves 11 unidentified. Who is 
the 3rd beardless person? Again knowledge of 
history identifies this person as John. He was 
always drawn androgynously. This makes the 11 
likely to be the remaining apostles. 
 

The top of the other windows has 
the Annunciation to Mary of the birth 
of Jesus. 
 

 
This is a picture of Mary, Jesus, the 
Father and the Holy Spirit. This 
scene is bordered by two angels. 
These angels have banners with 
German phrases. 
 
 

 
 
At the bottom are two sets of 4 men, and a 
woman and man in the middle.  
 

The bottom 4 men appear to be Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John.  
 

The woman and man could be Mary Magdalene 
and King David, but this is a wild, wild guess.  
 
Okay who are the other 4 men? Leonard 
Schraufnagel’s History of St Andrews, LeRoy,WI 
helps solve the mystery. St Andrews was built 
about a few years earlier than St Luke’s and also 
has portraits of 4 similar men in their sanctuary. I 
think these are the great "Latin" doctors are St. 
Ambrose, St. Jerome, St. Augustine and Pope St. 
Gregory the Great. 


