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Bi-annual Loreto School Reunion

Meetings & Events Schedule
Internet & Goodies

William H. Hutter

Looking Back — 1940 Chimes
Richard Meister Tragedy
Visiting 3™ St Luke’s Church

St Patrick’s Church

| usually attend this reunion with my Dad. This
might be a good opportunity to get some oral
histories and visit the ROCK with former students.
| am not sure of the time or date . | will include
updated information in the next newsletters or

Meeting & Events Schedule  mai

Saturday, March 10, 2007

9:30 am, Plain, WI

Kraemer Library and Community Center
We will discuss a wide-range of topics including:
the Richard Meister family tragedy, my visit to St.
Andrew’s Church in Le Roy Wisconsin, a brief
overview of programs that can be used to publish
/ distribute genealogical and historical information.

Saturday April 21, 2007

MCGS Biennial Workshop — Milwaukee, WI
Cyndi Howells This is the Cyndi that created
Cyndi’s list, the best list of genealogy resources
on the Internet.
http://www.milwaukeegenealogy.org/

There will also be a discussion of things that we There are still QOp/eS aVa/yap/e of l_‘he
can do for St Luke’s 150™ anniversary in October Research Guide to the Wisconsin
2007 focusing on getting oral histories. Historical Society.

These will be available at meetings.

Don’t Forget about the Microsoft

Saturday July 14, 2007 Seltlement - It is free money

German Interest Group — Whitewater WI Microsoft Wisconsin Settlement

Larry Jensen will be the speaker. Of all the http://www.microsoftwisuit.com/FAQ.htm
presentations | have seen on German genealogy,

he is the best speaker in my opinion. His ! would like to hear from readers of this

presentations are packed with information. Make newsletter, especially non-relatives who

sure you mark your calendar for this event. haven't attended a meeting and are

http://www.rootsweb.com/~wigig/ . g . .
receiving a mailed-version of this
newsletter. Let me know if you find the
newsletter interesting.
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Internet and Goodies

Sonic Scrubber-Clean Bathrooms & Tombstones
http://sonicscrubber.com/

| was looking for something to clean my bathroom
and found this great battery-powered tool. The
battery life seems good. You can purchase
additional brush heads of varying stiffness.

If you have a "stable" tombstone, this tool can
make it easy to remove moss from a tombstone.

How to use Census Records
http://www.barbsnow.net/census.htm#where

This is a nice site with good information on using
census records.

Don®UPGRADE to Microsoft Vista
Why you shouldn®upgrade to Microsoft Vista
at this time:
1) I would recommend at least 1 gig
(2 gig is better) for memory.
2) You will need a decent graphics card
3) Vista will take a lot of hard disk space
4) There are lots of problems related to
switching to a new operating system
a) printers, scanners and other devices
might not work
b) Microsoft is getting ready to "patch” Vista
for programming errors already
5) The upgrade cost for Home Premium is $160.
Rather than spending a boat load of money
to upgrade the memory, graphics card and
hard disk and the operating system, buy a
new machine.

Microsoft VISTA - Choose Home Premium

There are several versions of the new Microsoft
Operating System. From what | have read, the
choice is very, very clear for Home users. Go with
the Home Premium version, or higher. The Home
Basic version is supposed to be very lame.

Check to see if your PC is ready for MS VISTA
http://www.pcpitstop.com/vistaready/

Vista is the newest, not necessarily the best
version of Microsoft operating systems. This
version is going to require a fairly new PC. This
website lets you to check to see if your PC can
run Vista.
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NEWSPAPERS ARCHIVES
http://www.newspaperarchive.com/DailyPerspecti
veHome.aspx

This is a great site for doing research in old
newspapers. The site has newspapers from
throughout the United States that can be
searched by names, dates, places and almost
anything else you can think of. It does not have
complete coverage of every newspaper and every
time period. It does have access to the Madison
Wisconsin newspaper Wisconsin State Journal
from 1852 through 1919.

Many libraries will allow you access to this
database for free. | purchased a year
subscription for about $90.

View of Bavaria Oberpflaz
http://www.epinions.com/content 17703145092

This is an interesting comment about how parts of
Germany view the area that many of our
ancestors came from.

"The area contains the largest forest in Europe and
Sits astride the ancient jura plateau along the frontier
with the Czech Republic . Oberpfalz (the Upper
Palatinate) is a sparsely populated section of Bavaria
with rugged mountains, rushing rivers, a perfectly
preserved walled medieval town, wonderful medieval
and baroque cities, an ancient Roman encampment, a
German version of St. George and the Dragon, and
Germany's oldest and largest National Park.

Northern German® joke about the "hillbilly” inhabitants
and call Oberpfalz the Bavarian Kongo, they make fun
of the rustic dialect spoken by Oberpfalzers, and laugh
at the tiny little market towns (called Kuh Dorfs or
cowtowns) where stealing a neighboring town®
maypole is the most exciting event of the year. It is an
area rich in history, natural treasures, and Barogue
architecture that few American tourists ever get to see.
Life has a leisurely pace in the Bavarian Kongo, which
may help explain why many Germans travel to the
area to escape the stress and gridlock of Berlin ,
Frankfurt, and the Ruhr Valley while hiking, cycling,
fishing, shopping, and relaxing in the small towns,
mountains, and forests of the Oberpfalz.”
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Historic photos of Towns in Sauk Co Wisconsin
http://www.co.sauk.wi.us/dept/arts/ _gallery/

This is a neat site with historic photos of many of
the towns in Sauk County Wisconsin. Plain and
Loreto are included.

List of historical pictures of Plain WI
http://www.scls.lib.wi.us/reedsburg/plain.htm

This is a list of the 174 photos of Plain that were
digitized and available at the Reedsburg Library.
Unfortunately they are not free.

This is a good list of what is available. In many
cases copies of these pictures can be gotten at
the Kraemer Library and Community Center in

Plain, WI.

Ancestry.com Wisconsin Census 1895 & 1905
http://content.ancestry.com/iexec/?htx=List&dbid=
1055&offerid=0%3a7858%3a0

Census records are good for locating where
ancestors were at a particular point in time. The
state of Wisconsin took census of its citizens. The
1895 state census is very valuable because the
vast majority of the 1890 US Federal Census was
destroyed in the 1930®.

To see "all the information" you need to have a
"pay-to-use" membership. Many libraries provide
free access. You can search for people and see
names and dates of birth. This can be helpful
when you are trying to determine if an ancestor
lived somewhere in Wisconsin around the turn of
the century.

Note: the 1895 Wisconsin census only lists head
of household, not everybody living at the location.
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1851 Emigrants Guide and Handbook to
Wisconsin
http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm4/docume
nt.php?CISOROOT=/tp&CISOPTR=9214&CISOS
HOW=9211

Wisconsin was very aggressive in trying to get
Europeans to immigrate to Wisconsin. The state
generated several publications that were meant to
highlight the good points of Wisconsin. This
handbook helps you understand the information
that our ancestors had to consider when they
emigrated.

Search Sauk Co WI Real Estate Tax records
http://soaring.co.sauk.wi.us/Soaring

This website lets you check Real Estate tax
records for properties in Sauk County WI. This
site shows you who owns the property, paid and
outstanding taxes.

William H. Hutter

The Sheboygan Press, Friday February 11, 1927
had an interesting article about “Fighting Bill"
Hutter, a name he liked to call himself. He married
the former Mary Trumpf in 1898 and settled on a
farm near Plain, Wisconsin. The interesting part
was about how he got his nickname. “In the early
days, its is said back in the southern Sauk county
where he was born and reared, Mr. Hutter had
many entanglements, and his friends credit him
with having emerged from all of them victoriously.“
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Looking Back

St. Luke’s Chimes 1935

Let’s start with the answer to a question that | had
in the last newsletter. (Chimes page 87)

Q. Why is Bernadine Kraemer like an onion?

A. Because she’s usually in a stew.

St. Luke’s Chimes 1940

Volume 3 of the Chimes has the most historical
information about the parish of St. Luke®. This
issue commemorated the dedication of the
current Church.

There is a picture of the Church without pews.

Pope Pius XIl was the Pope, the Bishop of La
Crosse was Bishop Alexander McGavick, the
auxiliary bishop was Rev. William R. Griffin, and
the pastor was Rev. Peter A. Beschta. Rev.
Nicholas Beschta is included as the Pastor of
Loreto.

Page 14 has a history of the parish from the May
21, 1918 cyclone to 1938. This history includes
the construction of the school / church, rectory,
convent and the shrine on St. Ann’s Hill under
Rev. Charles Surges. It also discusses the impact
of Rev. Peter Beschta, who arrived June 6, 1930,
who converted to three-year high school into a
four-year course in the collection of funds for the
construction of the Church.

With almost $57,000 on hand construction of the
new Church started in the fall of 1938 with the
basement. The cornerstone was laid May 7, 1939.
Hugo Logemann of Milwaukee, architect.

Edward Kraemer & Sons, General contract
Kraemer Hardware, Heating&Plumbing
John A Liegel, Electrical Contract

Societies in St. Luke’s parish
- Senior Holy Name

Junior Holy Name
Archconfraternity of Christian Mothers
Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Propagation of the Faith
Holy Childhood Association
League of the Sacred Heart
National Council of Catholic Women
Confraternity of Christian Doctrine
Catholic Youth Organization
Catholic Knights of Wisconsin
Catholic Family Protective Life

Plain History Genealogy Group
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“The church proper has a seating capacity of 850,
which in case of necessity can be increased to
1,000”

“The three altars, communion rail and pulpit, as
well as the statues, are made of Itallan marble.”

“The wainscoting and frames of the stations are of
Kesota marble from Minnesota.”

“The floor is of terrazzo.”
“The celling is of celotex..”

“The church is built of lannon stone and cincrete
tile with Bedford trim.”

On page 21 there is an accounting of the funds.

Starting on page 22, there is detailed list of
donors. Pictures of the interior of the new church
are included.

The description of the May 7, 1939 dedication
program starts on page 28.

There was a copper box placed in the
cornerstone which contained:

The names of the building committee

The names of the high school students

The names of members of the various societies

A short history of the parish

Eleven medals donated by the 11 Dominican teachers
The Diocesan newspaper, The Register

A few doctrinal books and catechisms

The trowel used to lay the cornerstone

The outdoor part of the ceremony was concluded
by the men’s choir intoning of the Litany of All
Saints, which was interrupted by threatening
skies.

In the Chapel, a sermon was given by Fr. Speth
of Mazomanie, followed by a Solemn Benediction
celebrated by Fr. Dais of Avoca. The day’s
ceremonies were concluded by the singing of
“Holy God We Praise Thy Name”.

Starting on page 30, there are pictures of the
members of the various societies.

There is a list of the parish’s members who had
vocations to various Sisterhoods.
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There is a page of pictures of the construction of
the church. The scaffolding was “custom made” of
lumber.

Page 37 has a neat view of the chapel / school
interior on the first floor. This shows the entrance
to the chapel.

Starting on page 39 there are pictures of the
Senior class, Sophomore class, Freshmen class,
the Assembly room.

Page 43 describes the Speech Department of the
High School.

Page 45 has several pictures of the students.

Page 46 has a picture of the steps to the second
floor with the caption “Tromp!, Tromp! Tromp!”. |
remember these mountainlike-stairs from when |
was a 3@ and 4™ grader in the 1960's.

Starting on page 46 there are descriptions of the
various departments and organizations
- Art Department.
Commercial Department
Biology and Chemistry Department
S.L.H and Glee Clubs
The Girls’ Choir

Page 50 discusses how students earned activity
medals by participating in various activities.

In 1937 and 1938 Iris Kraemer won 1° honors.
Viola Meise took second in 1937. Alfred Heiser
took second in 1938.

Points were earned by:

- 5 points for completing a bowling game 40 minutes
4 points for completing a bowling game 50 minutes
Softball practice and games
Football
Tobogganing
Membership in Star Servers Club
Membership in Glee Club
Dramatic activities
Cadet duty
Social Activities

The school put on the play “Where's Grandma” on
November 12, 1939. The characters included
John Ferstl who played Midnight, “a chocolate
brown” houseman and his wife Dahlia played by
Martha Ring.

Plain History Genealogy Group

Vol 36 Newsletter

Between acts songs were performed by Alice
Frank, and Everalda Emer. The Men’s Choir sang
several songs including the Beer Barrel Polka.

Page 53 describes the early-morning trip taken by
the students on May 14, 1938 to participate in a
Dramatic Tournament at Aquinas High School in
La Crosse. It also describes how Florian Frank
went missing in La Crosse.

Page 54 describes Toboggan Parties and Candy
Sales.

Page 55 describes the school buses run by Albert
Liegel. These motorized buses replaced horse-
drawn vehicles. Busses were painted “every color
from green to orange’. In 1939, the Wisconsin
state legislature required all busses to be painted
red, white and blue.

Page 56 describes the Star Servers Club.

Page 57 describes a November Bunco Party
which included a game involving 3-dice.

Page 58 describes the Cadets.

Page 59 describes the October 2, 1938 trip to
attend the 2" Annual Marian Congress at
Aquinas High School in La Crosse.

Page 60 details the scholastic awards earned by
individual students from 1935 through 1939.

Page 61 has a picture of the Chimes staff.

Page 62 describes a May 10,1939 excursion to
Campion in Prairie du Chien including a visit to
the Dousman House at 4:00 pm. At spring trip to
Delton is described with the boys fishing and the
girls boating. There was a special visit to
Congress Canyon.

Page 63 has pictures of the Dominican Sisters
who taught at St. Lukes.

Pictures of from 1% grade through 8" grade start
on page 64.

Page 70 lists the cast of plays:
The Alley Daffodil November 23, 19387
Here Comes Charlie  April 23' 19397

Page 71 includes pictures of the cast

Page 72 has pictures of the class of 1938
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Page 73 describes activities of the class of 1938
including visits to the First National Bank and WIBA
radio broadcasting station in Madison
Cast of Plays
Nora Nobody November 14 1937
Closed Lips April 24 1938

Page 74 has pictures of the class of 1938
Page 75 has the cast listings of

Whiskers

When Jane Takes a Hand May 9 1937

Page 76 has cast lists
Three Pegs
In Cherry Time

Starting on Page 77 is a listing of the High School
Alumni starting with the class of 1923 through the

class of 1940

Page 79 has a listing of contributors to this
volume of the Chimes

Page 80 has advertisements
Edward Kraemer & Sons, Building & Road
Ringelstetter Garage
Fred Schreiner, Blacksmith
Philip Bettinger, Store
Ring’s Complete Food Store
Dolly Madison Dairies, Reedsburg
Oehlers & Howland, Furniture, Reedsburg
Irish Valley Cheese Factory
Edward Gruber, Blacksmithing
Plain Feed Mill
Ring’s Meat Market & Tavern, Ray Ring
The Home, Meals & Rooms Mrs. P. Bettinger
C.E. Donner, Stock Buyer
The Wisco Store, Bettinger and Liegel
Liegel's Electrical Service
Kraemers’s Hardware
Darrel Fry, Trucking and Milk Hauling
Solem Bros, Plain, Auto Repair
Heiser Brothers Barber Shop
Clover Hill Cheese Factory, Meixelsperger
Louis J. Bettinger Agency, Insurance
The Farmers State Bank of Spring Green
Owen King Lumber Co., Spring Green

Troy and Honey Creek CoOp Creamery Co, Witwen

Central Life Assurance Society, W. L. Sprecher

Sherwood Bros., Hardware,Furniture, Funeral Serv.

Shoenmann Motor Co., Ford, Spring Green
Royal Blue Store, Tony Schey, Spring Green
Lins Hardware & Furniture, Spring Green
The Economy Sore, Spring Green

Spring Green Creamery Co.

Reedsburg Beauty Shop, Doris Darrengouge
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Milady Beauty Shoppe, Reedsburg,Bertha Ordal
Weiss Funeral & Ambulance Service, Spring Green
Pandora Beauty Shop, Reedsburg

Watkins Dealer, Otto Gundrum, Reedsburg
Grimshaw Chevrolet Co., Reedsburg

Thiemann’s Drug Store, Reedsburg

Frank Darrengouge,RingsWatchesJewelry,Reedsburg
Schweke’s Dept Store, Baraboo, Reedsburg

J.C. Penny Co., Reedsburg

C.A.Sholtes M.D,Eye,Ear,Nose, Throat Richland Center
The Lunenschloss-Doundna,Funeral, Richland Center
The Jones Chevrolet Sales, Richland Center

Cozy Beauty Shop, Mrs. Clyde Crary, Richland Center
Great Northern Life Insur Co, Ray Lueth, Sauk City
Schmitt Brothers, Butter Cheese, Richland Center
Letcher Studio, Photographer, Dodgeville WI
Spellman Granite Works, Sauk City

Kershneer's, Market, Sauk City

Dresen Brothers Lumber Co, Sauk City
Montgomery Brothers, Auto, Sauk City

Prairie Du Sac Auto Co.

W.S. Hart, Sauk City

Chas Ploetz Co,Trucks,Farm Machinery,Prarie du Sac
Halls Rexall Drug Store,Sauk City

Gattshall& Gruber Furniture Undertaking,PrairieduSac
Reedsburg State Bank

Grimm Book Bindery, Madison

Farmers & Merchants Bank, Reedsburg
Benzmiller's Inc, Men’s Apparel, Madison
Esser's Market & Grocery, Prairie du Sac
Kaufman Restaurant, Prairie du Sac
Conger-Schoephorster Co,Store, Prairie du Sac
Murphy Veterinary Hospital, Prairie du Sac
Farmers & Citizens Bank, Sauk City

Wagner's Federated Dept Store, Sauk City

Baer Electric Shop, A. C. Baer, Sauk City

Billy’s Fashion Center, Sauk City

Pulvermacher’s Polultry & Egg Co., Prairie du Sac
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Richard Meister Tragedy

One of the worst automobile accidents in the
Plain, Wisconsin area involved the Richard
Meister family. This accident took place on a
Saturday, July 2, 1960. The accident took place
near the old wayside on Highway 23 between
Spring Green and Plain. The weather for the day
started with sunshine and turned to a hard rain.

The Meister family from Beloit, Wisconsin was
traveling to see Mr. and Mrs. Tony Meister,
parents of the driver of the car Richard Meister.
They were heading northbound towards Plain.

Stanley Mannino of South Beloit, Illinois was
drawing a trailer containing two horses he bought
in Plain, probably at Cliff Schmidt's Horse Sales.
While the Meisters and Mannino lived within miles
of one another, they did not know one another.

Ray Ruhland of Plain was a witness to the
accident and was the first to summon help. He
was driving south towards Spring Green.

The Weekly Home News article of Thursday, July
7, 1960 had the following description of the
accident.

“Suddenly the trailer hitch came undone, strong
hooks on two protective chains yanked straight as
the two vehicles pulled apart. For a moment or
two, the horse trailer followed in the wake of the
Mannino car, then swerved into the approaching
Meister car. The tongue of the trailer pierced the
left headlight and ripped through the trailer
pierced the left headlight and ripped through the
car, leaving a scene of horror that brought tears to
the eyes of the police officers who had a heart
breaking job to do.”

The police officers involved were: Chief Vincent
Schwanke of Spring Green, Len Aron of Plain,
and Capt. Harry Wyatt of the Sauk County
Highway police.

The accident took the life of Richard 29, Kathleen
9, Karen 7, Robert 6, Brian 4, Colleen 3, and
Daniel 1. One of the two horses being transported
had to be destroyed.
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The mother, Loraine 28, who was the only
survivor “walked behind the long line of coffins
and stood in St. Luke’s peaceful cemetery.”

This was the worst wreck in the nation during
thel1960 Fourth of July holiday weekend.

Articles from other newspapers added additional
information.

1) An article clipped by Esther Haas from an
unknown newspaper showed pictures of the
Meister car. | would guess that these came
from one of the Madison newspapers, The
Capital Times or the Wisconsin State Journal.

2) The Sheboygan Press,
Thursday, July 7, 1960.
This article included a picture of the burial in
St Luke’s Cemetery in Plain, Wisconsin. The
article talks about the 28-year-old widow who
placed a handful of dirt on her husband’s
copper-colored coffin. The mass was said by
the Rev. Raymond McAleer. The coffins of the
brothers were placed before a statue of the
Virgin Mary. The coffins of the three sisters
were placed before St. Joseph’s altar. 34
pallbearers, 24 of them children, carried the
seven caskets to four hearses. Mrs. Meister
had a bandaged right leg. She was supported
by her brother Peter Stolz and her father, John
Stolz.

3) Stevens Point Daily Journal,

Wednesday July 20, 1960.

The coroner’s jury did not find any negligence
on the part of Stanley Mannino. Mannino has
testified that he had checked the chains and
the safety catch on the hitch. Charles
Wilson’s, director of the State Crime
Laboratory, investigation showed the chains
were not strong enough for the 2,200-pound
trailer. The jury ruled that “the seven persons
died as a result of the collision with the trailer.
We find that Stanley Mannino did not have
adequate chains and it appears the safety lock
on the trailer hitch was not properly secured
with a safety belt.
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4)

5)

Wisconsin Rapids Daily Tribune
Wednesday July 7, 1960

"Kathleen rode in her mother® arms during
the ambulance trip to the hospital where she
died.”

"Mrs. Loraine Meister, who lived through the
auto crash that killed her family, planned to
leave her hospital bed today to attend funeral
services for her husband and six children.”

Oshkosh Northwestern
Wednesday, July 6, 1960

7

"All three altars of the church were used for the 8)

Solemn Requiem Mass for the young father
and the Mass of the Angels for his children.”

"The Rev. Raymond McAleer, pastor of St.
Lukes, said the Requiem Mass for Meister.
The Revs. Patrick Doherty and Thomas Lowell
repeated the Mass of the Angels for the

children, whose coffins stood beside the marble

communion rail of the church, which seats 700.
There was no sermon"

"The Meisters were married 10 years ago at
Keyesville and moved to Beloit eight years ago,

where Meister was a welder for Beloit Pipe and
Dredge, Inc. Two years ago the family moved
into a new home.

Mrs. Meister told Mrs. James Rinehart of
Richland Center, one of her four sisters, who

have been at her beside since the tragedy, that

she doesn®@ant to live in that house again©

6) Ironwood Daily Globe
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Tuesday, July 5, 1960 (Michigan)

"The bodies of the four dead children and
Kathleen were found next to the car. Danny®
body was pinned in the wreckage.

Before she was led to an ambulance and
taken to a hospital, Mrs. Lorrain Meister, 29,
pleaded with officers to remove the boy®
body from the wreck, which she feared would
burn.”

"The Meisters were on the way to Plain to visit

the husband® father, Anthony who had just

returned home from a five-week hospital stay"”

The article talks about Mannino having
purchased six horses. It also describes how
both of the horses in the trailer were pitched
over the car in the crash.

Sunday Gazette Mail July, 3 1960

(Charlton, West Virginia)

"Captain Harry Wyatt of the Wisconsin
Highway Patrol said that Meister and five of
the children were killed instantly. Kathyrn died
at a Reedsburg hospital about an hour after
the accident.” This article states that the farm
horses were being in a trailer by a car.

Press Telegram Monday, July 4th 1960
(Long Beach, California)

One of the more gruesome accounts.
"The trailer carrying two horses, suddenly
broke loose from its tow car and began
weaving a mad pattern down the highway.

The Meisters were driving from the opposite
direction on their way to visit relatives at Spring
Green. The tongue of the runaway trailer knifed
into the left side of their car, ran the full length
of the auto and slashed out through the roof.

Only Mrs. Meister lived. Her husband and four
of his children - one of them decapitated - were
found lying in a bloody pile on the roadside.
The other children lay dead inside the mangled
car."

9) Appleton Post Crescent, Tuesday July 5, 1960

This article states that the nation-wide total for
traffic deaths, boating accidents, drownings
and other causes approached 700, well below
the record 3-day holiday set during the 1955
July 4th weekend. It also states that for the
third straight year there were no reports of
deaths from fireworks.

10) The Sheboygan Press Tuesday July 5, 1960
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This article breaks down the count of the 3
day celebration of Independence day. Traffic
438, Boating 34, Drowning 124, Other 100
totaling 706. While the total death for 1960
was not the highest in history, traffic deaths
exceeded the previous high traffic deaths for
Independence Day of 407 in 1955. But it
wasn®even close the worst record for any
three-day holiday of 609 for Christmas1955.
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Visiting 3" St Luke’s Church

A big reason why | do genealogical research is to
try to get an understanding of how my ancestors
lived. A big part of what my ancestors
experienced involved going to church. In the early
part of the 1900’s, my German-born ancestors
had a tremendous church in which to worship.
Unfortunately, the 3™ St Luke’s Catholic Church
of Plain, Wisconsin was destroyed by a cyclone
on May 21, 1918. What | wouldn’t give to have 3
minutes with my color-digital-camera to take
pictures of that church.

Father Joseph A. Brechtl gave me keys to a time-
machine that might allow me to get color photos
of the destroyed church. In 1979 Fr. Brechtl wrote
“Gruber Family and Heritage 1850 — 1980". The
following comes directly from his book.

“Why did the pioneers of Plain settle where they
did? The reason generally given is quite valid,
namely, that the area with its hilly terrain nestle in
the Wisconsin River Valley, very much resembled
the area from which they came, the foothills of the
Bavarian Alps. It is interesting to know that many
more followed, but finding the community of Plain
was claimed and settled, returned northeastward
to Leroy, Wisconsin. There they built a church
identical in design to the church destroyed in the
tornado in Plain. (May | hereby dispel the rumor
that | brought on that cyclone, since | was only 2
months old by that time.)”

Before examining this passage, | want to bring up
a couple of genealogical research tips. First, | got
a copy of Fr. Brechtl’'s book from somebody in
Missouri on eBay, the Internet auction site. This is
a good example of you never know where you will
find stuff. Second, what were just a few lines of
background history in Fr. Brechtl's book, turned
out to be important clues. A genealogical axiom to
live by, “Keep your eyes and your mind open”.

Let’s get back to Fr. Brechtl's passage. His
implication that LeRoy, Wisconsin was the “2™
choice” for late immigrants has a few holes in it. |
also got the implication that the LeRoy church
was a copy of the Plain church. Let’s look at the
facts.
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The first Catholic mass in Plain was celebrated on
September 21, 1857 by Fr. Max Gaertner in the
log house of George and Theresia Neuheisel.!
The first mass in LeRoy took place around 1849. ?
To me, this is an indication that LeRoy was
populated by Catholic Bavarians before Plain. A
significant number of Germans settled in the Fox
Valley area of Wisconsin. So | don't feel that
LeRoy was the “2" choice”.

The cornerstone of the 3" St. Luke’s Church in
Plain was laid September 27, 1903. The first
service was held on Easter Sunday, 1904.° St.
Andrew’s Church, their current church, was
consecrated on September 25, 1901.* So
LeRoy’s church was not a copy, they were first.

Here is a brief description of the 3 St. Luke’s
Catholic Church in Plain. The building was “cross-
shaped” from an aerial view. It was designed by
Schick & Roth of LaCrosse. It was 141 feet in
length, and “55 feet wide with a cross section”.”
In April 1910, a slate roof with copper cornices
replaced the original galvanized iron roof.® In
December 1911 they replaced the large south
window of the cross division of the church with
“The Ascension of Our Lord”. In April 1912 they
replaced the large window in the north cross
division of the church. ’

Here is a brief description of St Andrew’s current
church building; 150 foot bell tower, 90 foot tower,
56 feet width not counting the “cross shaped”
extensions, 124 length, with ribbed arches.®

Okay, | guess identical design does not mean
exactly identical. One church had two towers, one
was a little longer. This called for a road trip. On
Sunday, January 21, 2007 | left my apartment at
6:30 am on the east-side of Milwaukee and
traveled to LeRoy, Wisconsin during a six-car
snow storm to make the 8:30 am service. (On the
way there and back | saw 6 cars in the ditch on
Highway 45.)
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My entrance into the church was very
disillusioning. All my life | have lived with the idea
that St. Luke’s Church in Plain, Wisconsin is one
of the most beautiful churches in Wisconsin. St.
Andrew’s church is definitely a “Cathedral of the
Marsh” as called by the local town people.

| must confess to some human pettiness along
the lines of “Okay, they have a nice church but...".
A big part of the Mass for me is singing. Okay,
they have a nice church but, their choir probably
couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket. | was
“disappointed” that they had an excellent choir
with a superb cantor. Another big part of the mass
for me is the enthusiasm of the priest. Okay, they
have a nice church and a good choir, but their
priest probably is probably a so-so celebrant at
best. Again | was disappointed; Rev. Thomas
Biersack conducted a service with sense of joy.
To top it off he gave a great sermon on who really
matters in your life. (Its not the famous people,
but the individuals in your life that matter. Who do
you remember more, the person who won the
Nobel Prize 10-years ago or your grade-school
teacher?)

Well at least St. Luke’s has a chapel on a steep
hill in the woods outside of town along a path
marked with 6-foot tall, stone Stations of the
Cross. And | think our cemeteries are larger.

After service, | started to take pictures of the
church’s interior. Here is a genealogical research
tip. If you want to find the local-historian for a
small community, go to Sunday’s service, sit up
front and take pictures afterwards. The “locals”
will know that you are not from town. A group of
people asked me who | was because | reminded
them of somebody. Germans look alike.

The local-historian will want to find out who this
“out-of-towner” is in their church. | lucked out and
met Leonard Schraufnagel. He is the author of
“St. Andrew Catholic Church, 150 Year History,
1849 Le Roy Wisconsin 1999”. There are several
traits of a local historian that can help your
research. Knowledge of the area, ability to tell
stories, knowledge of which stories are
interesting, willingness to share their information,
and the ability to make you say “Wow, | didn’t
think of that” are some of the traits | look for. If
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you are lucky, the local historian has one of these
traits. Leonard Schraufnagel had them all. Most of
the remainder of this article will be a “book report”
on his historical record.

The purpose of my visit to St. Andrew’s was to
see if | could experience some of the things that
my ancestors saw, did and felt when they went to
the 3" St. Luke’s church.

To start with, there are physical features of St.
Andrew’s church that gave me a completely
different feel from St. Luke’s church.

| got a definite “full of light” feeling, openness and
freshness as | entered the church.

A big reason for this is that the “almost-new” look
of the church is extensive and expensive
restoration done on the church from the early
1990’s. A big part of this restoration was done by
Conrad Schmitt Studios, Inc of New Berlin,
Wisconsin. Conrad Schmitt is responsible for the
stained glass windows in St. Luke’s Church.®

One of my goals in visiting St. Andrew’s was to try
to get a feeling of what the large stained glass
windows in the “cross extensions” at the 3" St.
Luke’s Church were like. | wasn’t disappointed.
St. Andrew’s windows, measuring 14 feet wide by
24 feet tall, were spectacular. They left in a
tremendous amount of light.

St. Andrew'’s stained glass windows are made of
opalescent glass developed by LaFarge and
Tiffany. Emil Frei of St. Louis, Missouri was the
artist responsible for St. Andrew’s windows. *°

transept In a church, a projecting space that is
perpendicular to the nave; the nave and transepts
intersect at the crossing to produce a cruciform
plan.

The east transept of St. Andrew’s is a Nativity
scene while the west transept of St. Andrews is
an Ascension scene. This is very interesting. The
south transept of St. Luke’s was an Ascension
scene. Could St. Andrew’s Ascension scene be
similar to St. Luke’s? Cold St. Luke’s north
transept have contained a Nativity scene?
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Other windows in St. Andrew’s include: **
. 1* East window — The Immaculate Heart of Mary

2" East window — St. Rose of Lima
3" East window — The Immaculate Conception
4™ East window — St. Elizabeth / St. Barbara
1% West window — The Scared Heart of Jesus
2" West window — St. Aloysius
3" West window — St. John the Baptist
4™ west window — St, Henry / St. Cunegunda
Rose window in balcony — St. Cecilia
Baptistry windows **

One reason for the feel of openness is the ceiling.

“What gives the interior of the church special
charm are the ribbed arches, especially the ones
in the transept. These rest on four pillars and are
remarkable for their sweeping thrust towards the
vaulted apes where they harmoniously intercept.
These arches are original creations of artistic
hands. Mr. Anton Dohmen, the well-known
architect from Milwaukee..”*® **

The most striking design feature of St. Andrew’s
is the icons and statues. This is definitely a
German church built by Germans. There are lots
of colorful wooden statues and paintings which
are fascinating eye-candy.

Left main altar — St. Peter the Apostle

(with a rooster)15
— St. John the Apostle

(with an eagle)
Grotto Mary’s side  — The Agony in the Garden *
Grotto Joseph'’s side — The Sorrowful Mother

Right main altar

6

Paintings in the sanctuary *’
St. Gregory the Great, born 540

St. Augustine, born 354
St. Jerome, ordained 379
St. Ambrose, died 397

In addition to the normal main aisle, St. Andrew’s
seating has an aisle that separates the front and
the back of the church. The following are
unsupported guesses as to why this might be:
- The aisles form a cross

In German there were definite classes, did

this aisle separate the upper and lower

“classes”

The center aisle allows easy access to the

two confessionals
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How our ancestors worshipped is just as
important as where they worshipped. Vatican Il in
the 1960’s dramatically changed the Catholic
Church. Leonard Schraufnagel's book describes
Catholic ceremonies from the 1920's on.

Many families had a candle holder which was
used by a “candle carrier”, normally a 1% or 2™
grader, for a 4™ grader who was receiving First
Communion. For First Communion, girls received
a pearl-white Rosary and the boys received a
black-beaded Rosary.

At St. Andrew’s the practice of lighted-candles
was discontinued after a girl’s veil and hair caught
on fire. Fortunately a vigilant Sister saved the day
by slapping the girl's head.™

Sunday’s and Holy Days of obligations required
the wearing of the best clothes available. This
requirement was loosen for special reasons such
as snowstorms. Women and girls were required
to cover their heads, normally a hat. In the 1940s
scarves became acceptable. This is a far cry from
the current standard of tennis shoes, jeans and a
casual shirt that | wear to Mass.

Ember Days used to require fasting and
abstinence and were meant to thank God for the
gifts of nature. These celebrations were derived
from pagan Roman ceremonies. Ember Days
were the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
following 2°

December 13" St. Lucia /3rd Sunday of Advent

Ash Wednesday

Whitsunday — Pentecost #*

September 14™ - Exaltation of the Cross

Rogation Days are April 25™ called Major, and
the 3 days before the feast of the Ascension,
called Minor. These days of prayer and fastings
were meant to appease God’s anger at man’s
transgressions, to ask protection in calamities,
and to obtain a good and bountiful harvest. In
Germany these days were called, Bittage,
Bittwoche, and Keuzwoche. #

February 3" is the Feast of St. Blasé celebrated
by the blessing of the throats using candles.
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At St. Andrew’s, the Sacrament of Confession
was available every Saturday afternoon and
evening with people lining up along the wall next
to the confessional. Apparently people cutting
ahead of line occurred.

Forty Hours Devotions was another celebration

held throughout the year involving prayer before

the exposed Blessed Sacrament. This started

with a solemn high “Mass of Exposition” and

finished with a “Mass of Deposition”. As with most

old Catholic practices, there were some unique

rules: %
- Should be a priest kneeling in sanctuary for all

40 hours

No solicitation of alms

Promote recollection and silence

Continuous relays of watchers

No mass to be said at altar where Sacrament

is exposed

At least 20 candles burning

Nearby statues, pictures, relics are to be

covered

Church doors closed at midnight and women
excluded

Parish missions were common in the first half of
the 20™ century and were conducted by
missionaries of all orders. %

In order to receive Communion, there are rules to
be followed. For most of 20" century, you had to
fast from all food and water from midnight to
receiving communion. This was reduced to a 3
hour fast from food in 1952 and then to 1 hour in
the 1965.%° Part of the reason for this was that in
the “old days”, Masses after 12 noon were not
allowed. With the introduction of Saturday
afternoon and vigil masses, fasting from midnight
would not be practical.

Considering the structure of the current Mass and
assuming you arrive 15 minutes before Mass, as
long as you aren’t eating a candy bar when you
enter Church, you should meet the 1 hour fasting
requirement.

How did this rule of fasting work with weddings?
When my parents were married in the 1950's, the
practice was to have wedding Masses in the
middle of the week and before 12 noon.
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Receiving communion on First Fridays was a big
deal when | was in grade school. You earned
bonus points / indulgences if you received
communion on this day. Because of fasting rules,
you couldn’t eat breakfast. | have fond memories
of eating cold-fried egg sandwiches in class after
receiving First Friday Communion.

St. Andrew'’s celebrated Corpus Christi, now
known as the “Solmenity of the Body and Blood of
Christ.” Like similar celebrations at St. Luke’s,

this included outdoor processions.

Prior to Vatican Il, most of the singing was done
by the priest and the choir. Communal singing
was a new concept and took a while to catch on.
At St. Andrew’s, the choir “scattered themselves
throughout the congregation, hoping people
would join in.” ?’

Another connection between St. Luke’s and St.
Andrew’s are Dominican Sisters, born in LeRoy
who taught at St. Luke’s.?®
- Sr. Maxima Gruber; born 1897, final
religious profession 1922, died 1974
Sr. Alberta Feucht; born 1877, final
religious profession 1897, died 1944

In the 1920s-1930s, the children would assemble
at the school. When the first church bells rang,
the sisters would lead the children to the center
aisle in grade order, with boys on the right and
girls on the left. When ready, Sister Superior
clapped her hands and the children genuflected
as a group then proceeded into the first pews of
the church. The Sisters kept a watch for
misbehavior during Mass which would call for
swift corrective action. #°

Here are a few other things that caught my

attention about the current service at St. Andrews.

- Just before the Mass was completed, children are
called to the front of the church to get a bulletin
written just for young people. This is a really neat
idea.
| got a giggle that they have an adjustable wood
altar. Using 4 men and a small boy they can add or
subtract 6 inches to the altar’'s height based on the
height of the priest. Germans tend to be practical.
The number of the song to sing is displayed on a
lighted electronic display which shows one number
at a time.
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Communion was given out by two people, one

person in the front section of the church and one My trip to St. Andrew’s Church in LeRoy,

person in the back section of the church, instead of \Wisconsin gave me a good idea of what it was
the “normal” two people in front one handling the like to be in the 3™ St. Luke’s Church in Plain,
right side and one handling left side Wisconsin. | am planning on visiting St. Andrew’s
In comparison to St. Luke’s, St. Andrew’s Stations this summer and next Christmas season, when

of the Cross are “backwards’. They start on Mary's e chyrch has a special decorated feel. | strongly
and finish on Joseph’s side of the church. recommend that you visit this unique and
beautiful church and try to journey into the past as
| did. And a special thanks to Leonard
Schraufnagel for his tremendous History of St.
Andrew’s which serves as a guide for similar

Here are some other quick facts about St.
Andrew’s and LeRoy, Wisconsin

One of the pastors of St. Andrew’s, was

: projects.
Father Charles H. Wester. | had met him over
30 years ago when he was a priest at UW-
Whitewater. 1« A History of Plain, Wisconsin”,
The Dominican Sisters of Racine provided AHOP Hildegarde Thering, 1982, page 152

over 100 years of teaching at St. Andrew’s.*®  “St. Andrew Catholic Church 150 Year History”,

: SACC,Leonard Schraufnagel, 1999, page 20
Since 1982 when they were replaced by a 3 AHOP, page 159-160

Carillon Bell system, St. Andrew’s three 4 SACC, page 31
church bells have been silent. (Except for the  ° AHOP, page 159
150" Jubilee in 1999) 3 32 ¢ AHOP, page 164

;
LeRoy, Wisconsin w nce known AHOP, page 165
eRoy, Wiscons as once known as " SACC, page 31

Farmersville similar to Plain, Wisconsin being s gpcc page 58
known as Logtown and Cramers’ Corner® © SACC, page 118
There was a livery stable near St. Andrew’s. E SACC, page 118-127
Where did parishioners of St. Luke’s park their , SACC, page 127

13
n 34 SACC, page 31
horses when they went to church  Dodge C Pioneer, Seotember 27, 1901

_ > SACC, page 129
The Catholic Mass that our ancestors attended '® SACC, page 133

changed forever after Vatican 11.%° Here are some *’ SACC, page 130-131

things younger Catholics and | might have i: SACC, page 76
SACC, page 85

forgotten. o 2 pttor/lww.newadvent. org/cathen/05399b.htm
- Masses were said in Latin _ 2L http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15614b.htm

Communion was received kneeling at a Z http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13110b.htm
railing i SA(_:C, page 77
Touching a consecrate Communion Host s gi%é%:?;’advmt'org/mhen/ 06151ahtm
by a non-clergy was not normal (My 26 Growing Up Catholic, 1984, page 82
memory is that touching a host was an 2" SACC, page 80
express ticket to Hell.) %8 SACC, page 151

The Mass was “performed” with the priest's Ssﬁgg . 22

back to the worshippers  GACC E%e 147

The epistle and gospel were read by the 32 SACC, page 65

priest from the main altar with his back to ~ * SACC, page 43

the worshippers ~* SACC, page 40
Worshippers were not active participants Know Your Mass, 1954
Girls were not allowed to be servers

Lay-people did not participate in the Mass

Sermons were said from a pulpit
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